
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



286 THE MONIST. 

A COMMENT BY PROF. F. MAX MULLER CONCERNING THE 
DISCUSSION ON EVOLUTION AND LANGUAGE. 

To I he Editor of Tlw Monist: 

I must thank you and Professor Romanes for the frank and searching criticism 
to which you have both subjected my article on "Thought and Language," pub- 
lished in The Monist. You have shovv-n that you care for truth and not for victory, 
and you have carefully abstained from any personal remarks which are so apt to 
embitter scientific controversy and in consequence to render its chief object, the 
discovery of more truth, illusory. We all have the same object, we all want to know 
what is true — why then should we not all work together, listen to friendly criticism, 
accept useful advice, confess our mistakes, and work as hard as we can in the spe- 
cial field allotted to each of us. 

As soon as I find a little more leisure, I shall not fail to reply fully to both your 
articles. At present I only write to you to defend myself against an undeserved 
charge brought against me by Professor Romanes. I had said that Professor Ro- 
manes had no right to speak of men like Noire, Huxley, Herbert Spencer, to say 
nothing of Hobbes, with an air of superiority. Professor Romanes replies that he 
never mentioned Mr. Herbert Spencer at all, that it would have been well for me, 
if, before condemning his supposed treatment of Herbert Spencer, Huxley, and 
Noire, I had looked at his Index. This is a serious charge. It would show a want 
o£ accuracy unpardonable in a scholar. It is true, Mr. Herbert Spencer's name 
does not occur in the Index. But on p. 230 we read : "So here again we meet with 
additional proof, were any required, of the folly of regarding the copula as an 
essential ingredient of a proposition." Now it is well known that it is Mr. Herbert 
Spencer who regards the copula as an essential ingredient of a proposition. I have 
shown that the facts of language are against Mr. Herbert Spencer, but I should not 
therefore think it right to charge him with folly. This will show that if I wrote 
■without Index, I did not write without book. 

Yours truly, 

Oxford, Oct. 28, 1891. F. Max MOller. 



